
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2017 ICON 

“JDR” SHIRAZ 

 

The name 
The name JDR is a tribute to the original owner of the Hemera Estate winery; 

Joseph Darius Ross. The best Shiraz of the year is selected to carry his name. 
 

Vintage conditions 
2017 vintage was set by a near-perfect growing season with a long-awaited wet 

winter and rainfall well above the long-term average. One of the wettest spring 

seasons on record minimised the risk of frost damage. Cooler than average spring 

and summer temperatures ensured a long, slow growing season and allowed 

intense flavour development and retention of natural grape acidity. Harvest was 

two weeks later than normal as a result of late January and early February rainfall. 
 

Vineyard selection   
Each vintage, the best sections of the Hemera Estate Shiraz vineyards and a 

selected grower’s Barossa Valley Shiraz are identified to have the power and 

intensity of flavours and tannins to be worthy of the “JDR” label. Careful vineyard 

management and bunch selection ensure only pristine fruit makes the grade. 
 

Winemaking  
Once the grapes have been identified to be of optimum maturation and flavour 

ripeness, the parcels are brought into the winery where they are gently 

destemmed and gently crushed into open-topped fermenters. Here they are 

manually pumped-over twice daily to provide soft tannin extraction. Near the 

conclusion of the primary fermentation the wine is drained and then the skins 

transferred to the air-bag press. The free-run and pressed wine are combined 

before being transferred into a combination of predominately new French and 

American oak barrels for 20 months of maturation. Meticulous barrel selection 

takes place before the wine is blended. 

 

Tasting Evaluation 
This wine is crafted to provide complexity, structure and character, whilst still 

retaining the elegance for which Hemera Estate wines are renowned. The nose 

shows spiced, toasty oak merging with the darkly coiled flavours of black plum, 

blueberry and liquorice. Fine-grained oak tannins provide framework to the lush 

but poised and driven palate. The fine fruit tannins are rich and silky and 

compliment the brown spice and black forest gateau flavours on the palate. The 

finish is incredibly long, and graced with creamy notes of dark fruit and crumble. 

This is a wine that has the power and intensity to age with great style for 15+ years. 

 

Technical notes  
 Varietal composition : 100% Shiraz 

 Region (GI) : Barossa Valley  

 Winemaker : Jason Barrette 

 Alcohol : 14.3% alc/vol 

                                    pH: 3.57 

                                     TA: 5.8g/L 

                Residual sugar: 1.8g/L 

                             Bottled: 24 October 2018 

                           
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

For wholesale enquiries contact accounts@hemerestate.com.au 

1516 Barossa Valley Way, Lyndoch 5351 | (08) 8524 4033 


